
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 

discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a 

church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 

characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  December 24, 2012 
Title:  “A Child Will Be Born to Us” 
Text:  Matthew 2 
Theme: Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of ancient promises to save His people from their 

sins, dwell among them and shepherd their souls. 
 
Introduction:  
There is an interesting progression in Matthew’s gospel.  He moves from Jesus as the Savior 
from sin, to Immanuel, God with us, and now the king who rules/shepherds His people.  
Matthew 2 celebrates His position as king and qualifies it as a shepherd king.  Because of who 
He is, His presence carries with it rescue and rule, salvation and shepherding.  As believers we 
mark this night as the fulfillment of an ancient promise to crush the serpent’s head and reverse 
the curse of separation. 
 
In Matthew 2 there are three notable movements. 
 
Outline: 
 

I. The prophecies were knowable (vv. 1-8) 
 
Each group mentioned speaks to power.  Each group was highly respected and had significant 
social clout.   
 

A. Magi – the hungry seek him 
 

“The original word here is magoi from which comes our word magician, now used in a bad 
sense, but not so in the original. The persons here denoted were philosophers, priests, or 
astronomers. They dwelt chiefly in Persia and Arabia. They were the learned men of the eastern 
nations, devoted to astronomy, to religion, and to medicine. They were held in high esteem by 
the Persian court, were admitted as counselors, and followed the camps in war, to give advice.”1 

 
B. Herod – the controlling refuse him 

 
“Herod, also known as Herod the Great (born 73 or 74 BCE, died 4 BCE in Jericho), was a 
Roman client king of Judea. His epithet of "the Great" is widely disputed as he is described as "a 
madman who murdered his own family and a great many rabbis." He is also known for his 
colossal building projects in Jerusalem and elsewhere, including his expansion of the Second 
Temple in Jerusalem (sometimes referred to as Herod's Temple).”2 
 
“Herod had obtained the kingdom by great crimes, and by shedding much blood. He was, 
therefore, easily alarmed by any remarkable appearances; and the fact that this star appeared, 
and that it was regarded as proof that the King of the Jews was born, alarmed him. Besides, it 
was a common expectation that the Messiah was about to appear, and he feared that his reign 
was about to come to an end. He, therefore, began to inquire in what way he might secure his 
own safety, and the permanency of his government.”3 
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C. Chief Priests and Scribes – the self-righteous tolerate him 
 

“At the top of the social and political scale was the High Priest.  During the Roman period there 
were 28 High Priests; Herod appointed seven of them himself. So there were always several ex-
High Priests around, and they still retained their titles and their influence. But Herod and his 
successors controlled the office. There were only a few families of the nobility from which the 
High Priests could be chosen, but it may be that any member of these families could use the 
title.”4 
 
“The scribes make up another group of individuals who enjoyed the authority of leadership in 
Israel. In the New Testament they are associated with the Pharisees and the High Priests as 
opponents of Jesus. In the Mishnah they are presented as pre-rabbinic teachers with authority, 
as well as copyists and teachers.”5 

 
The Story was widely known and understood.  Magi from the East speak to the effectiveness of 
the Jewish witness during the time of the Exile.  Herod the king understood the implications of 
this ancient promise being fulfilled.  The chief priests and scribes knew of this prophecy.   
 

II. The animosity was real (vv. 12, 16-18, 20, 22) 
 
The conflict between the seed of the woman and that of the serpent is traceable throughout the 
entire seed journey. 
 
In verse 12 the word for “seek” means “to hunt.”  There is intensity in the activity.  The idea of 
destroying is to stop fulfillment or purpose.  It is not simply to annihilate, but to keep from 
fulfillment.  It isn’t simply “I broke the glass,” but more than this.  It means “I kept the glass 
from fulfilling its design of holding water.” 
 
Verse 16 describes his anger and verses 17 and 18 show the reach of his violence. 
 

III. The issue is clear (vv. 2, 8, 11) 
 
The word for worship in our text literally means “face before.”  You either fall down before 
Him as the Messiah or you are a part of the larger movement of seeking His demise.   
 
Notice how Jesus is described in our text. 
 

A. The King of the Jews (v. 2) 
B. The Shepherd of God’s people (v. 6) 
C. The Messiah (v. 4) 
D. The Child (vv. 8, 9, 11, 13, 14, 20, 21) 

 
The Greek word is paidon.  It can speak of either an infant or young child.  The King James 
translates the word in Matthew 2 with young child.  The New American Standard translates 
the word with Child.  Such a translation wants the reader to understand this child as the Child 
of ancient prophecy. 
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E. Son (v. 15) 
F. The Nazarene (v. 23) 

 
Let us not forget how in chapter one He is Jesus/Savior and Emmanuel/God with us.   
 
Friend, on this night of all nights let us not dismiss this moment with pleasant thought and 
complimentary platitudes.  Let us recognize this moment for what it is.  The choice before each 
of us is clear.  We will either embrace Him as the Lord of glory and the Savior of our souls or 
we will dismiss Him as such and side with those who would seek His destruction.  Those are 
the only two options before us. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 

1. The choice is clear; you will either bow down before Him as the Lord of Glory and 
fulfillment of ancient prophecies or you will reject Him and seek another. 

2. There is no other option. 
3. Tonight let us worship Him by declaring He is enough in this life and in the life to 

come. 
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